Celebrating 20 years since 9.9.99

Bakersfield Braves Baseball Club
Alumni Spotlight: Jackson Vaughn
Jackson Vaughn, a 2018 graduate of Bakersfield high school, is now
making himself known with San Joaquin Delta college just a few hours up
the road from his hometown.
The 5’8” right-handed pitcher has been known for his toughness and
grittiness on the mound and it still holds true after 7 live innings of
action this fall at delta (7 IP, 2 H, 1 R, 0 ER Allowed). Vaughn was a vital
role for the braves in our back-to-back-to-back spring league
championships from 2017-2019.
Vaughn, one of the hardest workers bobby has had a pleasure of coaching,
learned from a young age how to fight. When he was 3 years of age,
Vaughn was diagnosed with a rare form of stage 4 liver cancer. He
underwent chemotherapy at Lucille Packard Children’s Hospital at
Stanford in Palo Alto, Ca. before receiving a liver transplant.
The transplant was not successful.
Vaughn was placed on a machine to replicate the liver’s functions;
however, his blood pressure dropped severely. Doctors worked him for 36
minutes to bring a heartbeat back, and just as he always has… he fought.
Vaughn was given a second transplant, and recovered fully.
When asked about the fight, Vaughn tells us, “I’m on borrowed time, I’m
going as hard as I can.”
Vaughn graduated in 2018, Valedictorian of his class and provided an
uplifting story of hope, a hope for all their futures and to continue the
fight.
Describe BBBC in 3 words.
Gritty, Honest, Home.
What does BBBC mean to you?
BBBC has always been close to my heart. I began taking lessons from the
“old fat guy” named Bobby. I only say that because that’s how he describes
himself. I cried of laughter from his stories, said no more than three

words the entire lesson, and received one big ole hug from a coach who
would go on to play a monumental role in my life. BBBC gives players a
shot. Without BBBC, I would’ve quit baseball and listened to all the
people who told me that it was “too hard,” or I was “too short.” The
program helped me forge a mindset to where the only thing I need is a
chance to prove my worth and with that chance, I will succeed.
How is the schoolyear going?
School is going well, I’m on track to get my AA done this year, but U have
to admit my middle eastern history class is difficult because of all the
foreign names I have to remember.
How is the baseball life?
The team is incredibly talented and is stocked with a few players that have
potential to get drafted as well as many to move on to a four-year
university. More specifically, our staff is incredibly deep with numerous
guys itching for some innings this year. I have looked forward to playing
baseball with my team every day since I’ve been here and I plan on doing so
my whole time at Delta.
One of your favorite memories of BBBC?
Spending a few days in Bobby’s trailer at San Diego because it was
controlled chaos with 10 awesome dudes and not a lot of space.

